Danyan {Journal de Chirurgie, par Malgaigne, Janvier 1843) gives an account of a woman whose pelvis was found after death to measure 2*75 French inches. Of nine children which she bore one was said to have been delivered alive, and it presented the breech. All the others were born dead.
Danyan {Journal de Chirurgie, par Malgaigne, Janvier 1843) gives an account of a woman whose pelvis was found after death to measure 2*75 French inches. Of nine children which she bore one was said to have been delivered alive, and it presented the breech. All the others were born dead.
In a case described by Simpson (Select Obstet. Works, p. 394) , and which appears more than any other to have given origin to his ideas on this subject, he delivered by version a child whose head was deeply indented. The bitemporal diameter of the head at the seat of indentation was carefully measured, and was found, when held compressed by the fingers, to be not more than in.
The child gasped several times, but full respiration could not be established.
previously, accompanied by her avowed future husband, who had come to Scotland in search of employment. On landing she had been deserted by him, and had remained in a destitute condition until she found refuge in our hospital. (These facts I have mentioned as bearing on the subsequent history of the case.)
On admission the patient appeared to be well-nourished and of healthy constitution. She was 5 ft. 4 in. in height, and had wellformed limbs and chest. Nothing in her features or gait indicated the presence of the rachitic diathesis. The expression of her face was vacant, and she either did not understand, or did not care to answer, the simplest questions until they had been several times repeated, and her answers were such as to give little information.
In short, she presented symptoms very much akin to those of dementia in a mild form.
The patient having been placed on a delivery-bed ( If forceps be applied in flat pelves to the head coming last, the mechanism will be but slightly modified from that described most clearly by Goodell as occurring in the head-first application. The blades must grasp the head in either (a) its antero-posterior diameter, (b) (c.) If the head is seized in the oblique diameter, premature forward rotation of the occiput is thereby induced. The temple adjacent to the sacral promontory is apt to be " stove in," being caught between the promontory and the blade applied to the opposite temple, and hence the indentation which is familiar to most practitioners. In children delivered by version, indentations must be less frequent, of less depth, and placed farther back 011 the head, as a rule, than when forceps have been used. The absence of indentation in the present case might be accounted for by the theory that probably sufficient time was not given for its development, as is usual in forceps cases of the same kind. The promontory, also, as is seen in the specimen, is well rounded transversely, not knuckleshaped, as is frequently the case in flat pelves.1 When it is considered that many (50 per cent., as stated by Sclirceder) of the children whose heads have been so indented die either immediately or shortly after birth, the advantage of dispensing with forceps, if possible, must be apparent. The injury to the child's eye in the case related would at first appear somewhat anomalous, it being the right eye, which of all other parts was least exposed to injury. Most probably, however, the discoloration did not result from direct injury, but was due to extravasation of intra-cranial or intra-orbital origin.
To compare still further these two methods of delivery, it is well known how fruitless a proceeding it is to attempt to push a mouldable mass, such as a hernial protrusion, through a rigid ring (and that the difficulty is greater in proportion to the smallness and the rigidity of the ring) if the force be applied a tcrgo. This might be given as an argument against supra-pubic propulsion, seeing that the head is partially mouldable and the brim rigid. But (I should mention that I lately saw the child at the City Poorliouse in a very thriving condition.)
